MUHAMMADAN EDUCATION.

SOME very important improvement lias resulted to the
Muhammadans of Madras from the action taken on the
following Minute. The percentage of Muhammadans to the
total population of the Presidency is sis; the percentage at
school was found in 1871-72 to be 4'4, or 5,531 out of a
total numbering 123,689. It was shown in reply to the
inquiries instituted by Lord Hobart that, if but few Muham-
madans were employed in the higher grades of the public
service, it was because few had qualified for admission
thereto. Meanwhile the Director of Public Instruction
considered that his department had done all that it could
for Muhanimadan education, and the Syndicate of the Uni-
versity, an independent body, did not see that any steps
could be taken by it which would be likely to attract a
larger number of Muhamrnadan undergraduates. The
Government of Lord Hobart was, however, convinced that
the existing scheme of Public Instruction was framed with
too exclusive reference to Hindu students, and that Muham-
madans were placed at so great a disadvantage that the
wonder was, not that the Muhanimadan element in the
schools was so small, but that it existed at all. It was
therefore decided that elementary schools should without
delay be established "at the principal centres of the Muham-
madan population, in which instruction will be given in
the Hindustani language, and Muhammadan boys may thus
acquire such a knowledge of the English language and of